and this attitude is manifest in much of the current American literature on the theory of education and the principles of teaching."
In commenting upon the importance of the direct observation and study of the developmental processes in children, he continues: "Educationists are convinced that they cannot discover the thoughts, emotions, attitudes, and impulses of a boy of five, say, by simply turning their vision in upon themselves. The boy must be observed as a natural object in all his reactions; and he must also be subjected to The oft reiterated appeal of a teacher to the children in her class to "pay attention" is in most cases amusing, in some cases pathetic to those who know the psychological antecedents and the physiological conditions of the state of attention. If the teacher has some knowledge of physiological psychology, and knows the relation between the power of attention and such physical conditions as digestive disturbances, nasopharyngeal obstructions, eye and ear defects, and temporary or permanent nervous disability, she will substitute for the appeal to "pay attention" an examination of her children, and on finding defects of vision
